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Officers for 2009-2010 

 
Faithful Navigator.........................Tom Martin 

Phone:  309-385-2544 
Faithful Captain........................Herb Bingham 

Phone:  309-691-8324 
Faithful Pilot...................................Mike West 

Phone:  309-385-4419 
Faithful Scribe…………..…...…Bill Meismer 

Phone:   309-246-8717 
Faithful Pursor............................Bob Hovland 

Phone:  309-263-8272 
Faithful Comptroller…………Thomas Eaton 

Phone:  309-265-6275 
Inside Sentinel...........................Glen Emmons  

Phone:  309-633-2390 
Outside Sentinel ...................Paul Hammerton 

Phone:  309-696-4073 
Board of Trustees: 

   1 year........................Bob Keckler 
Phone:  309-535-2245 

Cell:309-579-2618 
   2 year............................Bob Christian 

Phone:  309-691-6341 
3 year……………….Roger Sales 

Phone: 309-467-6265 
Faithful Admiral..........................Ron Swolley 

Phone:  309-266-5615 
Faithful Friar: 

Monsignor Wm. Watson 
Phone:  309-688-3446 

  

NOTICE!!  
May Business Meeting 

 
      The next regularly scheduled 
meeting of Spalding Assembly 0206, 
4th Degree Knights of Columbus will 
be Wednesday, May 12, 2010, at  
7:00 p.m. at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall on Radnor Road in Peoria.   
     If anyone wants to bring a snack 
to share, please feel free to do so!! 
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 May is the “drying out” month, after the showers 
of April, and we have the beautiful blooms of spring 
about to be-dazzle us with their multi-colored glory.  
May also brings us to the celebration of Mother’s Day- - 
- an “official” day of recognition of the one woman in our individual 
lives who has contributed so much more than DNA to our personas.  
We are nothing without them, and everything with them. 
 The following essay (story) is a true story and pretty much 
sums up how a mother’s love is a source of wonder and strength.  
We all can pretty much identify with the author.  I’m sure that those 
of you who are blessed to have sisters as siblings will also recognize 
the author’s references to herself.  We can all identify with the pas-
sion and love in the closing quote from Andrew Jackson. 
 
     Vivat Jesus 
     Faithful Navigator Tom Martin 
 

The Meanest Mother in the World 
 

 I had the meanest mother in the whole world.  While other 
kids ate candy for breakfast, I had to have cereal, eggs or toast.  
When others had cookies, cokes and candy for lunch, I had to eat a 
sandwich.  As you can guess, my supper was different than the other 
kids’ also. 
 But at least, I wasn’t alone in my sufferings.  My sister and 
two brothers had the same mean mother as I did. 
 My mother insisted upon knowing where we were at all 
times. You’d think we were on a chain gang.  She had to know who 
our friends were and where we were going.  She insisted if we said 
we’d be gone an hour or less, not one hour and one minute.  I am 
nearly ashamed to admit it, but she actually struck us.  Not once, but 
each time we had a mind of our own and did as we pleased.  That 
poor belt was used more on our seats than it was to hold up Daddy’s 
pants.  Can you imagine someone actually hitting a child just be-
cause he disobeyed? 
 Now you can begin to see how mean she really was.  We had 
to wear clean clothes and take a bath.  The other kids always wore 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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MAY HONOR GUARDS 
 

Saturday, May 1 - Men’s March at River Front - Peoria - March at 9:45 a.m. 
Dress at 9:15 a.m. (If Marching) 

Rosary at Cathedral at 10:30 a.m. - Mass at Cathedral at 11:00 am. 
Dress at 10:30 a.m. (For Those Going to Cathedral ONLY) 

 
Saturday, May 1 - Color Corps Post Colors at Convention at Convention Center - Peoria 

Time to be Determined 
 

Saturday, May 1, 2010 - State K of C Convention Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral - 5:30 a.m. 
Dress at 5:00 p.m. 

 
Saturday, May 1, 2010 - Color Corps Post Colors at Convention Banquet at Convention Center 

Time to be Determined 
   

Sunday, May 2 - Color Corps Retire Colors at Convention at Convention Center - 12 Noon ? 
Dress at 11:00 a.m. 

 
Saturday, May 8 - Presentation of GAF Award by State Officer at St. Patrick’s, Washington - 5:00 p.m. 

Dress at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Saturday, May 15 - Closing of the Year of the Rosary at St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 4:00 p.m.  
Dress at 3:30 p.m. 

 
Sunday, May 16 - Installation of Deacon Candidates to Lector at St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 10:30 a.m. 

Dress at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday, May 22 - Mass for New Catholics at St. Mary’s Cathedral - 4:00 p.m. 
Dress at 3:30 p.m. 

 
Sunday, May 23 - Corporate Communion Mass at Blessed Sacrament in Morton - 8:00 a.m. 

Dress at 7:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, May 23 - Ordination of transitional Deacons at St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 10:30 a.m. 
Dress at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Saturday, May 29 - Ordination to the Priesthood at St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 10:30 a.m. 

Dress at 10:00 a.m. 
 

JUNE HONOR GUARDS 
 

Saturday, June 5 - Memorial Ceremony For the Unborn at St. Mary’s Cemetery, Peoria - 9:45 a.m. 
Dress at 9:00 

 
                 (Continued to Page 8)  
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their clothes for days.  We reached the height of insults because she made our clothes herself, just to save 
money.  Why, oh why, did we have to have a mother who made us feel different from our friends? 
 The worst is yet to come.  We had to be in bed by nine each night and up at eight the next morning.  
We couldn’t sleep till noon like our friends.  So while they slept, my mother actually had the nerve to break 
the child-labor law.  She made us work.  We had to wash dishes, make beds, learn to cook and all sorts of 
cruel things. I believe she laid awake at night thinking up mean things to do to us. 
 She always insisted upon us telling the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, even if it 
killed us - and it nearly did.  By the time we were teenagers, she was much wiser, and our life became even 
more unbearable. 
 None of this tooting the horn of a car for us to come running.  She embarrassed us to no end by mak-
ing our dates and friends come to the door to get us.  If I spent the night with a girlfriend, can you imagine 
she checked on me to see if I were really there.  I never had the chance to elope to Mexico.  That is if I’d had 
a boyfriend to elope with.  I forgot to mention, while my friends were dating at the mature age of 12 and 13, 
my old fashioned mother refused to let me date until the age of 15 and 16.  Fifteen, that is, if you dated only 
to go to a school function,  And that was maybe twice a year. 
 Through the years, things didn’t improve a bit.  We could not lie in bed “sick” like our friends did, 
and miss school.  If our friends had a toe-ache, a hang nail or other serious ailment, they could stay home 
from school.  Our marks in school had to be up to par.  Our friends’ report cards had beautiful colors on 
them, black for passing, red for failing.  My mother, being as different as she was, would settle for nothing 
less than ugly black marks. 
 As the years rolled by, first one and then the other of us was put to shame.  We were graduated from 
high school.  With our mother behind us, talking, hitting and demanding respect, none of us was allowed the 
pleasure of being a drop-out. 
 My mother was a complete failure as a mother.  Out of four children, a couple of us attained some 
higher education. None of us have ever been arrested, divorced or beaten his mate.  Each of my brothers 
served his time in the service of this country.  And whom do we have to blame for the terrible way we turned 
out?  You’re right, our mean mother.  Look at the things we missed.  We never got to march in a protest pa-
rade, nor take part in a riot, burn draft cards, and a million and one other things that our friends did. 
 She forced us to grow up into God-fearing, educated, honest adults.  Using this as a background, I am 
trying to raise my three children.  I stand a little taller and I am filled with pride when my children call me 
mean. 
 Because, you see, I thank God, He gave me the meanest mother in the whole world. 
   
           -Bobbie Pingaro 
 
 

“There never was a woman like her. 
She was gentle as a dove 
and brave as a lioness. 

The memory of my mother 
and her teachings were, after all, 

the only capital I had to start life with, 
and on that capital I have made my way.”  

 
        -Quote by Andrew Jackson 
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The following is from an e-mail I received: 
 
 A church in Atlanta was honoring a senior pastor who had been retired many years.  He 
was 92 at the time which made one wonder why the church even bothered to ask the old gentleman to preach 
at that age. 
 After a warm welcome and introduction of this speaker, and as the applause quieted down, he rose 
from his high back chair and walked slowly, with great effort and a sliding gait to the podium.  Without a 
note or written paper of any kind he placed both hands on the pulpit to steady himself and then quietly and 
slowly he began to speak…. 
 “When I was asked to come here today and talk to you, our pastor asked me to tell you what was the 
greatest lesson ever learned in my 50-oddyears of preaching.  I thought about it for a few days and boiled it 
down to just one thing that made the most difference in my life and sustained me through all my trials.  The 
one thing that I could always rely on when tears and heartbreak and pain and fear and sorrow paralyzed 
me… the only thing that would comfort was this verse…..  

 
“Jesus loves me this I know, 

For the Bible tells me so.  
Little ones to him belong, 

We are weak but He is strong…. 
Yes, Jesus loves me…. 
The Bible tells me so.” 

 
 When he finished, the church was quiet.  You actually could hear his foot steps as he shuffled back to 
his chair. 
 When you feel weak or down, try remembering this little song.  It truly has a powerful message of 
healing and comfort. 
 
                Vivat Jesus, Ron Swolley, Faithful Admiral 
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SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2010-2011: 
 
Faithful Navigator  Herb Bingham 
Faithful Captain  Mike West 
Faithful Pilot   Bill Meismer 
Faithful Scribe   Glen Emmons 
Faithful Pursor  Carroll Besing 
Faithful Comptroller  Tony Thomas 

 
 
Inside Guard   Paul Hammerton 
Outside Guard   Bob Lebak 
Trustee--1 year  Bob Christian 
Trustee--2 year  Roger Sales 
Trustee--3 year  Ron Swolley 
Faithful Admiral  Tom Martin 
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(Take the Morton exit by Caterpillar, turn right on  
North Morton Avenue….go about 100 yards. 
Turn right and make another quick right turn, onto 
The road that goes to Krogers.  On the right, just 
Past Kentucky Fried Chicken restaurant, you will 
See a small shopping plaza.  Basta’s is on the far 
End of the 
plaza.) 
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Chicken Parmesan 
Roast Beef Marsala 
Baked Mostaccioli 

Chicken Alfredo on Penne Pasta 
House Salad with Choice of Raspberry 

Vinaigrette or Ranch Dressing 
Coffee, Tea and Water 

����������������������������
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Drinks and Social Hour 

@5:30 p.m. 
 

Dinner @ 6:00 p.m. 
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Tom and Cindy Eaton’s Home Phone:  (309) 266-9865 
Tim and Cindy Eaton’s Cell Phone:  (309) 265-6275 
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Submitted by Ron Swolley, Faithful Admiral 
 
Jewish Sam Miller on Catholics: 
(Excerpts of an article written by non-Catholic Sam Miller - a prominent Cleveland Jewish businessman: 
 
“Why would newspapers carry on a vendetta on one of the most important institutions that we have today in 
the United States, namely the Catholic Church? 
 
Do you know - the Catholic Church educates 2.6 million students every day at the cost to that church of 10 
billion dollars, and a savings on the other hand to the American taxpayer of 18 billion dollars.  The graduates 
go on to graduate studies at the rate of 92%. 
 
The church has 230 colleges and universities in the U.S. with an enrollment of 700,000 students. 
 
The Catholic Church has a non-profit hospital system of 637 hospitals, which account for hospital treatment 
of 1 out of every 5 people - not just Catholics - in the United States today. 
 
But the press is vindictive and trying to totally denigrate in every way the Catholic Church in this country.  
They have blamed the disease of pedophilia on the Catholic Church, which is as irresponsible as blaming 
adultery on the institution of marriage. 
 
Let me give you some figures that Catholics should know and remember.  For example, 12% of the 300 
Protestant clergy surveyed admitted to sexual intercourse with a parishioner; 38% acknowledged other inap-
propriate sexual contact in a study by the United Methodist Church, 41.8% of clergy women reported un-
wanted sexual behavior; 17% of lay women have been sexually harassed. 
 
Meanwhile, 1.7% of the Catholic clergy has been found guilty of pedophilia.  10% of the Protestant minis-
ters have been found guilty of pedophilia.  This is not just a Catholic Problem. 
 
A study of American priests showed that most are happy in the priesthood and find it even better than they 
had expected, and the most, if given the choice, would choose to be priests again in spite of all this obnox-
ious PR the church has been receiving. 
 
The Catholic Church is bleeding from self-inflicted wounds.  The agony that Catholics have felt and suffered 
is not necessarily the fault of the Church.  You have been hurt by a small number of wayward priests that 
have probably been totally weeded out by now. 
 
Walk with your shoulders high and your head higher.  Be a proud member of the most important non-
governmental agency in the United States.  Then remember what Jeremiah said:  ‘Stand by the roads, and 
look and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is and walk in it, and find rest for your souls’.  Be 
proud to speak up for your faith with pride and reverence and learn what your Church does for all other re-
ligions. 
 
Be proud that you’re a Catholic.” 

Web-Site:  The address for Spalding Council, Knights of Columbus is:  kofcspalding.com 
From this web-site you can access all of the Fourth Degree Newsletters published beginning 
in May, 2008.  There is access to the list of all upcoming Honor Guards. 
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4th Degree Exemplification - November 5 & 6, 2010 - Peoria, Illinois 
 

Steering Committee: 
General Chairman Herb Bingham - Faithful Navigator 
Advisor - Jerry McDonough - Faithful Marshal 
Mike West - Faithful Captain 
Bill Meismer - Faithful Pilot 
Glen Emmons - Faithful Scribe 
Carroll Besing - Faithful Purser 
Tony Thomas - Faithful comptroller 
Paul Hammerton - Inside Guard 
Bob LeBak - Outside Guard 
Tom Martin - Faithful Admiral 
 
Event Committee: 
Friday Night Dinner @ KC Hall   Herb Bingham   309/691-8324 
       Jerry McDonough  309/688-3776 
 
Hospitality Rooms Friday and Saturday Night Bill Meismer   309/246-8717 
 
AD Book      Paul Hammerton  309/696-4073 
 
Publicity & Secretarial    Tom Martin   309/385-2544 
 
Exemplification     Walt Carey   309/745-1438 
 
 Dinner 
  Table Decorations   Kenny Kerker   309/360-7323 
  Table Assignments   Carroll Besing   309/691-5705 
  Master of Ceremony   Jerry McDonough  309/688-3776 
 
Mass       Tony Thomas   309/573-1911 
 
Honor Guard      Mike West   309/370-7574 
 
Ladies Luncheon     Gloria Christian  309/691-6341 
       (Anne Williams)  309/692-9696 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES: 
 All newsletter articles from the officers or other Sir Knights need to be received by the newsletter 
editor no later than the 25th of the month for publication in the next month’s newsletter. 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES? 
 If you have  e-mail, and would like to receive the newsletter in this manner, please send me an e-mail 
and let me know your address.  My e-mail address is:  janeandtom@verizon.net 
 If you decide you want to receive the newsletter by e-mail, please be advised that when it is sent it 
will show that it is coming from Jane Martin.   
 I am not a mindreader.  If you change your e-mail address, please let me know.  It is best you do this 
by sending me an e-mail with the new/correct address.  Thanks. 
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ATTENTION! 
2010 DUES ARE NOW DUE AND PAYABLE - $15.00 

PLEASE BRING YOUR CHECK OR CASH TO THE NEXT MEETING  OR MAIL THEM TO THE 
FAITHFUL COMPTROLLER AT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: 

 
SK TOM EATON 

211 EAST CRESTWOOD STREET 
MORTON, IL  61550-2510 

����

���������� --(Continued) 
 

Saturday, June 5 - Mass for First Holy Communion at St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 4:00 p.m. 
Dress at 3:30 p.m. 

 
Friday, June 11 - Special Olympics Flag Ceremony, Bloomington - TBA 

 
Wednesday, June 23 - Jubilarian Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral - 4:00 p.m. 

Dress at 3:30 p.m. 
NOTES: 
 
Through April 3, 2010, we have serve 74 Honor Guard opportunities, consisting of 946 individual Knights 
for an average of 12.8 per opportunity.  This includes 12 visitations and funerals and 7 color guards. 
 
         Sir Knight Herb Bingham 


