
   

 

SPALDING ASSEMBLY 0206 

 4TH DEGREE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUs 

JUNE 2010 

Officers for 2009-2010 
 
Faithful Navigator.........................Tom Martin 

Phone:  309-385-2544 
Faithful Captain........................Herb Bingham 

Phone:  309-691-8324 
Faithful Pilot...................................Mike West 

Phone:  309-385-4419 
Faithful Scribe…………..…...…Bill Meismer 

Phone:   309-246-8717 
Faithful Purser............................Bob Hovland 

Phone:  309-263-8272 
Faithful Comptroller…………Thomas Eaton 

Phone:  309-265-6275 
Inside Sentinel...........................Glen Emmons  

Phone:  309-633-2390 
Outside Sentinel ...................Paul Hammerton 

Phone:  309-696-4073 
Board of Trustees: 

   1 year........................Bob Keckler 
Phone:  309-535-2245 

Cell:309-579-2618 
   2 year............................Bob Christian 

Phone:  309-691-6341 
3 year……………….Roger Sales 

Phone: 309-467-6265 
Faithful Admiral..........................Ron Swolley 

Phone:  309-266-5615 
Faithful Friar: 

Monsignor Wm. Watson 
Phone:  309-688-3446 

  

NOTICE!!  
June Business Meeting 

 
      The next regularly scheduled 
meeting of Spalding Assembly 0206, 
4th Degree Knights of Columbus will 
be Wednesday, June 9, 2010, at  7:00 
p.m. at the Knights of Columbus Hall 
on Radnor Road in Peoria.   
     If anyone wants to bring a snack 
to share, please feel free to do so!! 
 

  

 
 

ON COURSE..SIR KNIGHT THOMAS MARTIN 
 
 My fellow Sir Knights:  This is my last column 
written as your Faithful Navigator.  During the coming 
Columbian year, I will be writing from the Faithful Ad-
miral’s desk.  I can only hope that some of my writings 
will be as motivational and inspirational as Sir Knight Ron’s have 
been. 
 My first order of business is to thank all of my fellow Sir 
Knights who have made the past year so very easy for me to serve.   
I will start with our Bishop, Sir Knight Daniel Jenky, who is so sup-
portive of our Assembly.  It is always a genuine honor and pleasure 
to be with him.  Monsignor Stanley Deptula, also a Sir Knight, has 
gone out of his way to make our Color Guard as knowledgeable 
about, and comfortable at, all of the many events at which we serve. 
A very special thanks to our Faithful Captain and Commander, Sir 
Knight Herb Bingham, who has done a superlative job in the per-
formance of his responsibilities.  His job is the most demanding in 
the Assembly, and he has set a standard of excellence for emulation 
by future Captains/Commanders.  He made my job so much more 
easier.  My special thanks is also extended to our Faithful Marshal, 
Sir Knight Jerry McDonough.  Sir Knight Jerry has been a special 
force in our Assembly.  He not only has overall responsibility for 
how we perform at our functions but, he also mentors and instructs.  
We are especially fortunate to have him in our Assembly. 
 My thanks also go to all of my fellow Assembly Officers.  
You all exemplify what dedication and service is all about.  I want to 
especially single out Sir Knight Tom Eaton and Sir Knight Bob 
Hovland.  They will be leaving their respective posts of Faithful 
Comptroller and Faithful Purser.  They have provided exemplary 
service, and I am grateful. 
 To all my Brother Sir Knights, with whom I have had the 
pleasure of serving, I extend my sincerest thanks for your support. 
 I will close with this story about a truly Christian and God-
fearing man. Reverend Billy Graham is revered throughout the 
world by people of all faiths.  His stories are always interesting, to 
the point, and extremely insightful. The message here is no different. 
 
   Vivat Jesus, Faithful Navigator Tom Martin 
      (Continued on Page 3) 
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MARCHING ORDERS . . . . . . .  SIR KNIGHT HERB BINGHAM 

  
 

HONOR GUARDS FOR JUNE 
 

Saturday, June 5 - Memorial Ceremony for the Unborn at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Peoria - 9:45 a.m. 
Dress at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Saturday, June 5 - Mass for First Holy Communion and Closing of the Year of the Rosary at 

St. Mary’s Cathedral, Peoria - 4:00 p.m. 
Dress at 3:30 p.m. 

 
Friday, June 11 - Special Olympics Flag Ceremony - Bloomington - 8:00 p.m. 

Dress at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, June 13 - Mass in Celebration of Fr. Ken’s Retirement at St. Monica’s Church in 
East Peoria - 10:30 a.m. 

 Dress at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, June 23 - Jubilarian Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Peoria - 4:00 p.m. 
Dress at 3:30 p.m. 

 
Saturday, June 26 - Mass for the Widowed and Divorced Conference at St. Mary’s Cathedral , Peoria - 

4:00 p.m. 
Dress at 3:30 p.m. 

 
Through Mary 8, 2010, we have served 88 Honor Guard opportunities, consisting of 1103 individual Knights for 
an average of 12.5 per opportunity.  This includes 13 visitations and funerals and 10 color guards. 
 
         Sir Knight Herb Bingham 
         Faithful Captain 

Fourth of July Picnic (July 4, 2010)Fourth of July Picnic (July 4, 2010)Fourth of July Picnic (July 4, 2010)Fourth of July Picnic (July 4, 2010)    
George and Jean Tracy ResidenceGeorge and Jean Tracy ResidenceGeorge and Jean Tracy ResidenceGeorge and Jean Tracy Residence    

2617 West Kenwood Avenue2617 West Kenwood Avenue2617 West Kenwood Avenue2617 West Kenwood Avenue    
West PeoriaWest PeoriaWest PeoriaWest Peoria    

Time:  Time:  Time:  Time:  After ParadeAfter ParadeAfter ParadeAfter Parade                            
                                R.S.V.P.:  R.S.V.P.:  R.S.V.P.:  R.S.V.P.:  No Later than June 15thNo Later than June 15thNo Later than June 15thNo Later than June 15th    
Cost:  Cost:  Cost:  Cost:  $15.00 per couple ($8.00 for single)$15.00 per couple ($8.00 for single)$15.00 per couple ($8.00 for single)$15.00 per couple ($8.00 for single)    
                                Call:  Call:  Call:  Call:  Ken Kerker/Norma Bishop atKen Kerker/Norma Bishop atKen Kerker/Norma Bishop atKen Kerker/Norma Bishop at    
Food:  Food:  Food:  Food:  1/2 Chicken furnished1/2 Chicken furnished1/2 Chicken furnished1/2 Chicken furnished                        (309) 693(309) 693(309) 693(309) 693----1349 1349 1349 1349 orororor    
      Bring a covered dish to share  Bring a covered dish to share  Bring a covered dish to share  Bring a covered dish to share            George/jean Tracy atGeorge/jean Tracy atGeorge/jean Tracy atGeorge/jean Tracy at    
TABLEWARE IS FURNISHED!!TABLEWARE IS FURNISHED!!TABLEWARE IS FURNISHED!!TABLEWARE IS FURNISHED!!                    (309) 673(309) 673(309) 673(309) 673----2778277827782778    
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ON COURSE - - (Continued) 
 
  Leaders in Charlotte, North Carolina, invited their favorite son, Billy Graham, to a luncheon in his 
honor.  Billy initially hesitated to accept the invitation because he struggles with Parkinson’s disease.  But 
the Charlotte leaders said, ‘We don’t expect a major address.  Just come and let us honor you.’ So he agreed. 
 
 After wonderful things were said about him, Dr. Graham stepped to the rostrum, looked at the crowd, 
and said, ‘I’m reminded today of Albert Einstein, the great physicist who was honored by Time magazine as 
the Man of the Century.  Einstein was once traveling from Princeton on a train when the conductor came 
down the aisle, punching the tickets of every passenger.  When he came to Einstein, Einstein reached in his 
vest pocket.  He couldn’t find his ticket, so he reached in his trouser pockets.  It wasn’t there, so he looked in 
his briefcase but couldn’t find it.  Then he looked in the seat beside him.  He still couldn’t find it. 
 
 The conductor said, ‘Dr. Einstein, I know who you are.  We all know who you are.  I’m sure you 
bought a ticket.  Don’t worry about it.’ 
 
 Einstein nodded appreciatively.  The conductor continued down the aisle punching tickets.  As he 
was ready to move to the next car, he turned around and saw the great physicist down on his hands and 
knees looking under his seat for his ticket. 
 
 The conductor rushed back and said, ‘Dr. Einstein, Dr. Einstein, don’t worry, I know who you are.  
No problem.  You don’t need a ticket.  I’m sure you bought one.’  Einstein looked at him and said, ‘Young 
man, I too, know who I am.  What I don’t know is where I’m going.’ 
 
 Having said that, Billy Graham continued, ‘See the suit I’m wearing?  It’s a brand new suit.  My chil-
dren, and my grandchildren are telling me I’ve gotten a little slovenly in my old age.  I used to be a bit more 
fastidious.  So I went out and bought a new suit for this luncheon and one more occasion.   
 
 You know what that occasion is?  This is the suit in which I’ll be buried.  But when you hear I’m 
dead, I don’t want you to immediately remember the suit I’m wearing.  I want you to remember this: 
 

‘I not only know who I am … I also know where I’m going.’ 
 

“Life without God is like an unsharpened pencil - it has no point.” 
 

 
 

     

 
ATTENTION! 

2010 DUES ARE NOW DUE AND PAYABLE.  - $15.00 
PLEASE BRING YOUR CHECK OR CASH TO THE NEXT MEETING  OR MAIL THEM TO THE 

FAITHFUL COMPTROLLER AT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: 
 

SK TOM EATON 
211 EAST CRESTWOOD STREET 

MORTON, IL  61550-2510 
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FROM THE ADMIRAL’S DESK...SIR KNIGHT RON SWOLLEY 
 
  
 I love taking walks.  Not just anywhere, but, outdoors in parks or natural settings.  It’s al-
most like communion with God because I see God’s presence all around me.  On the 16th of May, 
my wife and I journeyed to Robert Allerton Park near Monticello (south of Champaign on I-72).  Allerton 
was built in the early 1900’s and is without a doubt one of Illinois’ hidden wonders.  Donated to the Univer-
sity of Illinois by Robert Allerton, it consists of 5,000 acres (3,000 are used by the Ag Department and pro-
ceeds from their crops help maintain the park) and 2,000 are the Allerton’s private home … namely a 50-
room English mansion and several beautiful gardens and walking trails.  The University of Illinois uses the 
mansion for University meetings and rents it to businesses for their meetings.   
 Special on our visit was the wonder of seeing the peony gardens in bloom.  More than 50 varieties 
(out of over 500) are planted in two huge gardens … literally hundreds upon hundreds of plants.  I think 
every one was in bloom.   
 In addition, the Wisteria were in bloom.  These beautiful purple flowers are more than 100 years old 
(planted by the Allertons) and they’ve climbed to the tops of trees that tower 50 to 60 feet.  Beautiful, and 
the aroma of all these wonderful flowers was truly a delight. 
 The plants weren’t the only treat.  Magnificent trails and statuary grace the property.  Robert Allerton 
was a patron of the arts (his dad started the Art Institute in Chicago) and showed his love of the arts in grace-
ful beauty that he added to the property.  At the far end of the property is a 35-40 foot high statue called “The 
Sunsinger.”  A copy of a French statue, it’s of a man with outstretched arms facing east to greet the rising 
morning sun. 
 What does all this have to do with the Knights?  To me, seeing the wonder of God’s creative genius, 
and a man’s appreciation of beauty combine to glory how God wanted man’s life to be.  It’s refreshing to the 
mind and to the soul; and there can’t be much doubt that in this day and age, that’s a pretty wonderful combi-
nation. 
  
                Vivat Jesus, Ron Swolley, Faithful Admiral 

June Dinner June Dinner June Dinner June Dinner ---- Installation Dinner Installation Dinner Installation Dinner Installation Dinner    
June 27, 2010 

St. Thomas Church Peoria Heights 
Dinner to Follow 5:00 Mass and Installation of Officers 

 
Chicken Marsala/Ham   $21.00 per person 
Garlic Potatoes/Green Beans 
Salad      R.S.V.P.: 
Dessert  (Homemade Pie)   Herb Bingham 
Coffee and Tea          (309) 691-8324 
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A Little Christian Humor: 
 
Jesus and Satan were having an on-going argument about who was better on a computer.  They had been go-
ing at it for days, and frankly,  God was tired of hearing all the bickering. 
 
Finally fed up, God said, ‘THAT’S IT!  I have had enough.  I am going to set up a test that will run for two 
hours, and from those results, I will judge who does the better job.’ 
 
So Satan and Jesus sat down at the keyboards and typed away. 
 
They moused. 
 
They faxed. 
 
They e-mailed. 
 
They e-mailed with attachments.   
 
They down loaded. 
 
They did spreadsheets! 
 
They wrote reports. 
 
They created labels and cards. 
 
They created charts and graphs. 
 
They did some genealogy reports. 
 
They did every job known to man. 
 
Jesus worked with heavenly efficiency and Satan was faster than hell. 
 
Then, ten minutes before their time was up, lightning suddenly flashed across the sky, thunder rolled, rain 
poured, and, of course, the power went off. 
 
Satan stared at his blank screen and screamed every curse word known in the underworld. 
 
Jesus just sighed. 
 
Finally the electricity came back on, and each of them restarted their computers.  Satan started searching 
frantically, screaming:  “It’s gone! It’s all GONE! I lost everything when the power went out!’ 
 
Meanwhile, Jesus quietly started printing out all of his files from the past two hours of work. 
 
Satan observed this and became irate.  ‘Wait!’ he screamed.  ‘That’s not fair! He cheated!  How come he has 
all his work and I don’t have any?’ 
 
God just shrugged and said,  JESUS SAVES…. 
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Web-Site:  The address for Spalding Council, Knights of Columbus is: 
kofcspalding.com 

From this web-site you can access all of the Fourth Degree Newsletters published beginning 
in May, 2008.  There is access to the list of all upcoming Honor Guards. 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES: 
 All newsletter articles from the officers or other Sir Knights need to be received by the newsletter 
editor no later than the 25th of the month for publication in the next month’s newsletter. 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES? 
 If you have  e-mail, and would like to receive the newsletter in this manner, please send me an e-mail 
and let me know your address.  My e-mail address is:  janeandtom@verizon.net 
 If you decide you want to receive the newsletter by e-mail, please be advised that when it is sent it 
will show that it is coming from Jane Martin.   
 I am not a mindreader.  If you change your e-mail address, please let me know.  It is best you do this 
by sending me an e-mail with the new/correct address.  Thanks. 

NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS FOR 2010-2011:                               
 
Faithful Navigator  Herb Bingham 
Faithful Captain  Mike West 
Faithful Pilot   Bill Meismer 
Faithful Scribe   Glen Emmons 
Faithful Pursor  Carroll Besing 
Faithful Comptroller  Tony Thomas 

   
 
Inside Guard   Paul Hammerton 
Outside Guard   Bob Lebak 
Trustee--1 year  Bob Christian 
Trustee--2 year  Roger Sales 
Trustee--3 year  Ron Swolley 
Faithful Admiral  Tom Martin 


