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Officers for 2009-2010 

 
Faithful Navigator.........................Tom Martin 

Phone:  309-385-2544 
Faithful Captain........................Herb Bingham 

Phone:  309-691-8324 
Faithful Pilot...................................Mike West 

Phone:  309-385-4419 
Faithful Scribe…………..…...…Bill Meismer 

Phone:   309-246-8717 
Faithful Pursor............................Bob Hovland 

Phone:  309-263-8272 
Faithful Comptroller…………Thomas Eaton 

Phone:  309-265-6275 
Inside Sentinel...........................Glen Emmons  

Phone:  309-633-2390 
Outside Sentinel ...................Paul Hammerton 

Phone:  309-696-4073 
Board of Trustees: 

   1 year........................Bob Keckler 
Phone:  309-535-2245 

Cell:309-579-2618 
   2 year............................Bob Christian 

Phone:  309-691-6341 
3 year……………….Roger Sales 

Phone: 309-467-6265 
Faithful Admiral..........................Ron Swolley 

Phone:  309-266-5615 
Faithful Friar: 

Monsignor Wm. Watson 
Phone:  309-688-3446 

  

NOTICE!!  
April Business Meeting 

 
      The next regularly scheduled 
meeting of Spalding Assembly 0206, 
4th Degree Knights of Columbus will 
be Wednesday, April 14, 2010, at  
7:00 p.m. at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall on Radnor Road in Peoria.   
     If anyone wants to bring a snack 
to share, please feel free to do so!! 
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 As the patriotic degree of our order, we are con-
stantly aware of our devotion to our country.  We mani-
fest an innate loyalty to our country.  It goes without say-
ing that our love of country is second only to our love of 
God and family.  The American Legion motto is “For God and 
Country.”  The U.S. Military Academy motto is “Duty, Honor, 
Country.”  Honor is something we all strive to maintain, and for us, 
as Knights of Columbus, our honor is premised on our faith and ad-
herence to Catholic principles. 
 I do not mean to digress.  Duty, Honor, Country is the basic 
credo of all military personnel.  Our country is blessed to have the 
soldiers, sailors, Marines, Airmen and Coastguardsmen that defend 
us and serve us faithfully and selflessly.  I want to call your attention 
to the “unsung heroines” that are so much a part of what inspires our 
military men.  They are the true backbone of a military family. 
 I first read the following “conversation” a little over 19 years 
ago and subsequently heard it read after the scripture readings at a 
visitation for a military wife.  There are some of us in our Assembly 
that had military careers and can identify with this.  There are others 
that have military men in their family whose wives also fit the 
“mold.”  We are eternally grateful for them.  I hope this will give 
everyone some insight into how much they sacrifice.  
 

The Military Wife  
 The good Lord was creating a model for military wives and 
was into his sixth day of overtime when an angel appeared.  She 
said, “Lord, you seem to be having a lot of trouble with this one.  
What’s wrong with the standard model?” 
 The Lord replied, “Have you seen the specs on this order?  
She has to be completely independent, possess the qualities of both 
father and mother, be a perfect hostess to four or 40 with an hour’s 
notice, run on black coffee, handle every emergency imaginable 
without a manual, be able to carry on cheerfully, even if she is preg-
nant and has the flu, and she must be willing to move to a new loca-
tion 10 times in 17 years.  And oh, yes, she must have six pair of 
hands.” 
 “The angel shook her head.  “Six pairs of hands.  No way.” 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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APRIL HONOR GUARDS  
 

Thursday, April 1 - Mass of the Lord’s Supper at St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 7:15 p.m 
Dress at 6:45 p.m. 

 
Friday, April 2 - Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion and Veneration of Cross, - St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria -  

3:00 p.m., Dress at 2:30 p.m. 
 

Saturday, April 3 - Easter Vigil at St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 8:15 p.m. 
Dress at 7:45 p.m. 

 
Saturday, April 17 - Confirmation at St. Mary’s Cathedral - 10:30 a.m. 

Dress at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, April 18 - Confirmation at St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 3:30 p.m. 
Dress at 3:00 p.m. 

 
Wednesday, April 21 - Confirmation at St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 7:15 p.m. 

Dress at 6:45 p.m. 
 

Sunday, April 25 - Confirmation at St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 3:30 p.m. 
Dress at 3:00 p.m. 

 
Tuesday, April 27 - Stewardship Conference Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral - TBA 

Dress - TBA 
 

Tuesday, April 27 - Unpublished Confirmation - TENTATIVE 
Dress - TBA 

 
MAY HONOR GUARDS 

 
Saturday, May 1 - Mens March at River Front - March at 9:45 a.m. 

Dress at 9:15 a.m. (If Marching) 
Rosary at Cathedral at 10:30 a.m. - Mass at Cathedral at 11:00 am. 

Dress at 10:30 a.m. (For Those Going to Cathedral ONLY) 
 

Saturday, May 1 - Color Corps Post Colors at Convention at Pere Marquette Hotel 
Time to be Determined 

 
Saturday, May 1, 2010 - State K of C Convention Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral - 5:30 a.m. 

Dress at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, May 1, 2010 - Color Corps Post Colors at Convention Banquet at Convention Center 
Time to be Determined 

   
                 (Continued to Page 3)  
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The Lord continued, “Don’t worry, we will make other military wives to help her. And we will give her an 
unusually strong heart so it can swell with pride in her husband’s achievements, sustain the pain of separa-
tions, beat soundly when it is overworked and tired, and be large enough to say,’ I understand,’ when she 
doesn’t, and say ‘I love you,’ regardless.” 
 “Lord,” said the angel, touching his arm gently, “Go to bed and get some rest.  You can finish this 
tomorrow.” 
 “I can’t stop now,” said the Lord.  “I am so close to creating something unique.  Already this model 
heals herself when she is sick, can put up six unexpected guests for the weekend, wave good-bye to her hus-
band from a pier, a runway or a depot, and understand why it’s important that he leave.” 
 The angel circled the model of the military wife, looked at it closely and sighed, “It looks fine, but 
it’s too soft.” 
 “She might look soft,” replied the Lord, “but she has the strength of a lion.  You would not believe 
what she can endure.” 
 Finally, the angel bent over and ran her finger across the cheek of the Lord’s creation.  “There’s a 
leak,” she announced.  “Something is wrong with the construction.  I am not surprised that it has cracked.  
You are trying to put too much into this model.” 
 The Lord appeared offended at the angel’s lack of confidence.  “What you see is not a leak,” he said.  
“It’s a tear.” 
 “A tear?  What is it there for?”  asked the angel. 
 The Lord replied, “It’s for joy, sadness, pain, disappointment, loneliness, pride and a dedication to all  
the values that she and her husband hold dear.” 
 “You are a genius! Exclaimed the angel. 
 The Lord looked puzzled and replied, “I didn’t put it there.      Author Unknown 
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Sunday, May 2 - Color Corps Retire Colors at Convention at Pere Marquete Hotel - 12 Noon ? 
Dress at 11:00 a.m. 

NOTES: 
 
There has been a request for an Honor Guard at the Morton Knights of Columbus Corporate Communion 
Mass at Blessed Sacrament Church in Morton at 8:00 a.m. - Dress would be at 7:30 a.m. - The date is un-
known at this time. 
 
Up through March 7, 2010, we have serve 64 Honor Guard opportunities, consisting of 814 individual 
Knights for an average of 12.7 per opportunity.  This includes 11 visitations and funerals and 7 color guards. 
 
         Sir Knight Herb Bingham 
         Faithful Captain 

ATTENTION! 
2010 DUES ARE NOW DUE AND PAYABLE.  - $15.00 

PLEASE BRING YOUR CHECK OR CASH TO THE NEXT MEETING  OR MAIL THEM TO THE 
FAITHFUL COMPTROLLER AT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: 

 
SK TOM EATON 

211 EAST CRESTWOOD STREET 
MORTON, IL  61550-2510 
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 Seems like so many Bible stories discuss the friction that existed between the Pharisees 
and Jesus.  Take Matthew 22:15-21 where the Pharisees asked about paying taxes to Caesar and 
Jesus respondent by asking whose picture was on the coins and then telling them, “Giving to Cae-
sar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”  That’s just one of many such exchanges, but the interesting 
passage comes just a little later.  Beginning in Matthew 23:1-3, “Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his dis-
ciples:  “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.  So you must obey them and do every-
thing they tell you.  But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach.” 
 The term Moses’ seat refers to a chair at the front of each synagogue where the speaker would sit to 
read from the Torah and preach on the word of god.  There is only this one reference to the Moses’ seat in 
scripture and this is it.  The Pharisees would sit here and teach of the laws of God.  But while their teachings 
taken directly from Moses were valid, their interpretations and changes to the law often were not.  Jesus 
questioned not only how they practiced their faith, but even some of their teachings  In Luke 12:1-3 he ad-
vises His disciples, “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.”  And, speaking 
to the Pharisees in Matthew 5:7-14 “You hypocrites!  Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:  
‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their 
teachings are but rules taught by men.’”  Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that 
the Pharisees wee offended when they heard this?”  He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not 
planted will be pulled up by the roots.  Leave them; they are blind guides.  If a blind man leads a blind 
man, both will fall into a pit.” 
 When Jesus took the Moses seat, the story was quite different.  As recounted in Luke 4:17-21 “The 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him.  Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: ‘The 
Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim 
the year of the Lord’s favor.’  Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  The 
eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, ‘Today this scrip-
ture is fulfilled in your hearing.’” 
 Praise God that He loved us so much that he sent his son to speak to us from the Moses’ seat of scrip-
ture to proclaim the Good News of salvation. 
 
                Vivat Jesus, Ron Swolley, Faithful Admiral 
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 MENU 
 

Stuffed Pork Chop 
Broccoli Normandy 

Lettuce Salad (Assorted Dressings) 
Rolls & Butter 

Coffee (Regular & Decaf) 
Iced Tea 
Sherbet 

 

$15.00 per person 
 

Business Casual Dress 
Call:  Ron or Cece Swolley (309) 266-5615 to reserv e your spot!) 

Sunday, April 18, 2010 
Morton KofC Hall  

(Behind the Post Office)  
Cocktails 5:30—Dinner 6:00 

 

SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2010-2011: 
 
Faithful Navigator  Herb Bingham 
Faithful Captain  Mike West 
Faithful Pilot   Bill Meismer 
Faithful Scribe   Glen Emmons 
Faithful Pursor  Carroll Besing 
Faithful Comptroller  Tony Thomas 

 
 
Inside Guard   Paul Hammerton 
Outside Guard   Bob Lebak 
Trustee--1 year  Bob Christian 
Trustee--2 year  Roger Sales 
Trustee--3 year  Ron Swolley 
Faithful Admiral  Tom Martin 

Something Smells Bad Here 
 

 Louie Hofer called the other day from Florida and relayed a story that he wanted to share in our 
newsletter.  Evidently Louie discovered a skunk on his property and did some checking.  Did you know that 
skunks were protected and it’s illegal to kill or hurt the animals.  So, Louie got a trap set to catch it.  He was 
successful and the skunk was taken into the country and released.  He then discovered that a second skunk 
was on his property (he assumed it was maybe the first one’s mate) and set the trap again to catch it.  He was 
again successful and again the skunk was taken into the country and released.  Two skunks remain alive, 
well and unhurt. 
 That’s when the irony of the situation became clear.  Skunks are protected and can’t be injured or put 
to sleep no matter how much of a nuisance they might be.  Meanwhile, the law fully protects the destruction 
of unborn children.  Makes you wonder about the priorities our country has set. 
 Louie’s point is a good one.  When the life of a skunk is of more importance than the life of a child, 
something is definitely wrong.  Please pray for the unborn and please work with the Right to Life movement 
in any way you can to help eliminate this blemish on our country. 
         Submitted on behalf of Louie Hofer 
         By SK Ron Swolley 
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 THE SOUTHERN TEN COMMANDMENTS  
This is so much easier to remember!!! 

Some people have trouble with all those ‘shall’s’ and ‘shall not’s’ in the Ten Commandments.  Folks just 
aren’t used to talking in those terms.  So, in middle Tennessee they translate them into ‘the Jackson County’ 
language….no joke (posted on the wall at Cross trails church in Gainsboro, TN). 
 
1. Just one God     6.  No killin’ 
2. Put nothing’ before God    7.  No foolin’ around with another fellow’s gal 
3. Watch yer mouth     8.  Don’t take what ain’t yers 
4. Git yourself to sabbatth meetin’   9.  No telling’ tales or gossipin’ 
5. Honor yer Ma & Pa             10.  Don’t be hankerin’ for yer buddy’s stuff 
 
Now that’s plain an’ simple. Y’all have a nice day now ya hear!  And bless your little heart…. 

Web-Site:  The address for Spalding Council, Knights of Columbus is: 
kofcspalding.com 

From this web-site you can access all of the Fourth Degree Newsletters published beginning 
in May, 2008.  There is access to the list of all upcoming Honor Guards. 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES: 
 All newsletter articles from the officers or other Sir Knights need to be received by the newsletter 
editor no later than the 25th of the month for publication in the next month’s newsletter. 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES? 
 If you have  e-mail, and would like to receive the newsletter in this manner, please send me an e-mail 
and let me know your address.  My e-mail address is:  janeandtom@verizon.net 
 If you decide you want to receive the newsletter by e-mail, please be advised that when it is sent it 
will show that it is coming from Jane Martin.   
 I am not a mindreader.  If you change your e-mail address, please let me know.  It is best you do this 
by sending me an e-mail with the new/correct address.  Thanks. 


