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Officers for 2009-2010 

 
Faithful Navigator.........................Tom Martin 

Phone:  309-385-2544 
Faithful Captain........................Herb Bingham 

Phone:  309-691-8324 
Faithful Pilot...................................Mike West 

Phone:  309-385-4419 
Faithful Scribe…………..…...…Bill Meismer 

Phone:   309-246-8717 
Faithful Pursor............................Bob Hovland 

Phone:  309-263-8272 
Faithful Comptroller…………Thomas Eaton 

Phone:  309-265-6275 
Inside Sentinel...........................Glen Emmons  

Phone:  309-633-2390 
Outside Sentinel ...................Paul Hammerton 

Phone:  309-696-4073 
Board of Trustees: 

   1 year........................Bob Keckler 
Phone:  309-535-2245 

Cell:309-579-2618 
   2 year............................Bob Christian 

Phone:  309-691-6341 
3 year……………….Roger Sales 

Phone: 309-467-6265 
Faithful Admiral..........................Ron Swolley 

Phone:  309-266-5615 
Faithful Friar: 

Monsignor Wm. Watson 
Phone:  309-688-3446 

  

NOTICE!!  
October Business Meeting 

 
      The next regularly scheduled 
meeting of Spalding Assembly 0206, 
4th Degree Knights of Columbus will 
be Wednesday, October 14, 2009, at  
7:00 p.m. at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall on Radnor Road in Peoria.   
     If anyone wants to bring a snack 
to share, please feel free to do so!! 
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 This was sent to me by a dear friend, and I could 
think of no better forum in which to pass it on.  We all 
tend to forget that God has sent his angels to watch over 
us, let us not forget - - - let us be more aware. 
 
     Vivat Jesus 
     SK Tom Martin, FN 
 

THE PINK DRESS 
 

There was this little girl sitting by herself in the park.  Everyone 
passed by her and never stopped to see why she looked so sad. 
 
Dressed in a worn pink dress, barefoot and dirty, the girl just sat and 
watched the people go by.  She never tried to speak.  She never said 
a word. 
 
Many people passed by her, but no one would stop. 
 
The next day I decided to go back to the park in curiosity to see if 
the little girl would still be there.  Yes, she was there, right in the 
very spot where she was yesterday, and still with the same sad look 
in her eyes. 
 
Today, I was to make my own move, and walked over to the little 
girl.  As we all know, a park full of strange people is not a place for 
young children to play alone. 
 
As I got closer I could see the back of the little girl’s dress.  It was 
grotesquely shaped.  I figured that was the reason people just passed 
by and made no effort to speak to her.  
 
Deformities are a low blow to our society, and heaven forbid f you 
make a step toward assisting someone who is different.  As I got 
closer, the little girl lowered her eyes slightly to avoid my intent 
stare.   

(Continued on Page 4)  
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 OCTOBER HONOR GUARDS 
 

Saturday, October 3 - Vocations Conference Closing Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 4:00 p.m. 
Dress at 3:30 p.m. 

 
Sunday, October 4 - Red Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 10:30 a.m. 

Dress at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, October 4 - Columbus Day Observance with Italian American Society - Bradley Park - 2:00 p.m. 
Dress at 1:30 p.m. 

 
Sunday, October 4 - Mass for Widowed and Divorced - St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 3:30 p.m. 

Dress at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, October 6 - Confirmation at St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria-7:15 p.m. 
Dress at 6:45 p.m. 

 
Sunday, October 25 - Blessed Fr. McGivney Memorial Mass at St. Mary’s Church - Metamora - 11:00 a.m. 

Dress at 10:30 a.m. 
 

NOVEMBER HONOR GUARDS 
 

Sunday, November 1 - All-Saints Day Mass - St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 10:30 a.m. 
Dress at 10:00 a.m. 

 
                                     SK Herb Bingham 
          Faithful Captain 
            
 

 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES: 
 All newsletter articles from the officers or other Sir Knights need to be received by the newsletter editor 
no later than the 25th of the month for publication in the next month’s newsletter. 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES? 
 If you have  e-mail, and would like to receive the newsletter in this manner, please send me an e-mail 
and let me know your address.  My e-mail address is:  janeandtom@verizon.net 
 If you decide you want to receive the newsletter by e-mail, please be advised that when it is sent it will 
show that it is coming from Jane Martin.   
 I am not a mindreader.  If you change your e-mail address, please let me know.  It is best you do this by 
sending me an e-mail with the new/correct address.  Thanks. 
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The August minutes were accepted. 
 
The Faithful Captain thanked the Sir Knights for their support at Erin Feis, the Special Olympics, 
and the Toluca parade. 
 
The Faithful comptroller’s report was accepted.  The report showed a net total balance of $9,512.06 combined in 
the checking account, Regalia Fund, and Seminarian Fund. 
 
The golf outing will be at the Kellogg Executive Nine course on October 11, 2009. 
 
The October dinner meeting will be on October 18, 2009 at the Kaiserhof. 
 
The Assembly donated $3,000.00 to the Esther House. 
 
The Assembly donated $500.00 to the Center for Right to Life. 
 
Concern was expressed for the financial situation of the Newman Center. 
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(The Pink Dress-- Continued from Page 1) 
 
As I approached her, I could see the shape of her back more clearly.  She was grotesquely shaped in a 
humped-over form.  I smiled to let her know it was OK; I was there to help, to talk.  I sat down beside her 
and opened with a simple, “Hello”. 
 
The little girl acted shocked, and stammered a “hi”; after a long stare into my eyes.  I smiled and she shyly 
smiled back.  We talked until darkness fell, and the park was completely empty.  I asked the girl why she 
was so sad.  The little girl looked at me with a sad face and said, “Because, I’m different.” 
 
I immediately said, “That you are!” and smiled.  The little girl acted even sadder and said, “I know.” 
 
“Little girl,” I said, “you remind me of an angel, sweet and innocent.’’  She looked at me and smiled, then 
slowly she got to her feet and said, “Really?”  “Yes, you’re like a little Guardian Angel sent to watch over 
all the people walking by.”  She nodded her head yes, and smiled. 
 
With that she opened the back of her pink dress and allowed her wings to spread, then she said, “I am, I’m 
your Guardian Angel,” with a twinkle in her eye.  I was speechless - - sure I was seeing things. 
 
She said, “For once you thought of someone other than yourself, my job here is done.”  I got to my feet and 
said, “Wait, why did no one stop to help an Angel?”  She looked at me, smiled, and said, “You’re the only 
one that could see me,” and then she was gone. 
 
And with that my life was changed dramatically.  So, when you think you’re all you have, remember, your 
angel will always be watching over you. 
 
Like the story says, we all need someone...And, every one of your friends is an Angel, in their own way. 
 
The value of a friend is measured in the heart.  I hope your Guardian Angel watches over you always. 

The “Line-up” 

The Host and Hostess Hard Work - Driving 

Z-Z-Z-Z-Z…
.. 
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The following received awards at the Awards Dinner held in August.  I apologize if any name is missing, but 
these are the names I wrote down the night of the dinner. 
 
 Glenn Emmons 32     Mark Holman  16 
 Bob LeBak  28     Roger Hunter  15  
 Karl Schmitz  23     Earl Lee  22 
 Lee Williams  19     Gerry McDonough 57  
 Anthony Couri 18     Paul Hammerton 42 (1st year) 
 Carroll Besing  38     Bill Meismer  18 
 Bob Elbert  21     Roger Sales  24 
 John George  22     George Tracy  47 
 Don Boehle  15     Toby Tyler  33 
 Walt Cary  82     Mike West  27 
 Bob Christian  76     Herb Bingham  31 
 Rick Couri  22     Tom Martin  56 
 Tom Eaton  15     Bakhos Alwan  73 
 Mike Faley  47     Ron Swolley  38 
 Bob Gusman  32     Don Stahl  34 
 Emil Henrich  67     Steve Berlinger 28  
 Louis Hofer  20     Bob Hovland  28 
 Ken Kerker  33     Wayne Kluba  16  
 Don Koski  24     Chris Krebs  19 
 Mike Berlinger 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  SK Bakhos Alwan (Capt.)- SK Bob LeBak      SK Bakhos Alwan - SK Walt Cary 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       SK Bakhos Alwan - SK Ron Swolley             SK Bakhos Alwan - SK Paul Hammerton 



 

6 

������
�����
����������			�
����
�
��������������
 
At Erin Feis this year our Bishop, Daniel R. Jenky, concluded his marvelous homily with these 
words:   

“Speaking as the Bishop of Peoria, as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 
 

Are we prepared to serve the Lord as well?  As Knights of Columbus we vowed to stand by our faith as the 
Knights of old did so many years ago.  I hope and I pray that with God’s grace we will have the courage to 
defend and share openly what we believe. 
 
Let me tell you a quick story of a dear friend (non-Catholic) who was in the hospital with a very serious case 
of cancer.  We offered her a book Catholic devotions in hopes it would ease a very worried heart but it was 
clear she was not quite ready for that.  So we asked our Deacon if he would pay her a visit.  He did and 
started to pray.  Our friend began to cry.  Stopping, our Deacon asked if his prayers were too troubling for 
her.  The answer was ‘No” and he was asked to continue.  When we went up to the hospital to visit another 
patient (another mutual friend) a few weeks later, our friend (now released) stopped by, too.  This time, she 
asked for that book of devotions.   
 
God works in mysterious ways.  Pray that he endows each of us with the courage to live our faith and be 
apostles spreading his good news in all we do.  Speaking as one Knight and his spouse, we choose to serve 
the Lord to the best our humble and inadequate talents allow. 
 
          Vivat Jesus 
          Sir Knight Ron Swolley 
          Faithful Admiral 
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