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Officers for 2009-2010 

 
Faithful Navigator.........................Tom Martin 

Phone:  309-385-2544 
Faithful Captain........................Herb Bingham 

Phone:  309-691-8324 
Faithful Pilot...................................Mike West 

Phone:  309-385-4419 
Faithful Scribe…………..…...…Bill Meismer 

Phone:   309-246-8717 
Faithful Pursor............................Bob Hovland 

Phone:  309-263-8272 
Faithful Comptroller…………Thomas Eaton 

Phone:  309-265-6275 
Inside Sentinel...........................Glen Emmons  

Phone:  309-633-2390 
Outside Sentinel ...................Paul Hammerton 

Phone:  309-696-4073 
Board of Trustees: 

   1 year........................Bob Keckler 
Phone:  309-535-2245 

Cell:309-579-2618 
   2 year............................Bob Christian 

Phone:  309-691-6341 
3 year……………….Roger Sales 

Phone: 309-467-6265 
Faithful Admiral..........................Ron Swolley 

Phone:  309-266-5615 
Faithful Friar: 

Monsignor Wm. Watson 
Phone:  309-688-3446 

  

NOTICE!!  
December Business Meeting 

 
      The next regularly scheduled 
meeting of Spalding Assembly 0206, 
4th Degree Knights of Columbus will 
be Wednesday, December 9, 2009, at  
7:00 p.m. at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall on Radnor Road in Peoria.   
     If anyone wants to bring a snack 
to share, please feel free to do so!! 
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 We al know that the power of prayer is an awe-
some power.   Many of us allude to it as a “given;”  how-
ever, if it is offered perfunctorily, there is little strength 
in the act.  We often mention that this person or that person bene-
fited medically from the prayers of those who petitioned on their be-
half.  Because we have faith, we know our prayers are hear and that 
they will be answered according to God’s will.  What we sometimes 
overlook are the people who are ministering to those for whom we 
are praying.  These people are also I need of our prayers for suste-
nance in their efforts. 
 I am reminded of a conversation I had with a friend whose 
son had recently survived a bout with testicular cancer at the age of 
29.  I commented on the power of prayer and he agreed, with a ca-
veat:  “Prayer and good doctors!”  There is no doubt that those who 
care for us also need our prayers to guide and strengthen their care–
giving skills. 
 We have several members of our Assembly who have bene-
fited from our prayers and skillful medical care, which I can only 
believe has been inspired by the power of prayers directed towards 
their efforts. 
 Several months ago, I received a beautiful piece entitled 
“The 5 Finger Prayer.”  It reminds us that prayer should be meaning-
ful, not perfunctory.   
 

5-Finger Prayer 
 
1.  Your Thumb is nearest you.  So begin your prayers by praying 
for those closest to you.  They are the easiest to remember. To pray 
for our loved ones is, as C. S. Lewis once said, a “sweet duty.” 
 
2.  The next finger is the pointing finger.  Pray for those who teach, 
instruct and heal.  This includes teachers, doctors, and ministers.  
They need support and wisdom in pointing others in the right direc-
tion.  Keep them in your prayers. 
 
         

 (Continued on Page 4)  
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DECEMBER HONOR GUARDS 
 

Sunday, December 6 - Mass for Rededication of Blessed Sacrament Church - Morton - 11:30 a.m. 
Dress at 11:00 a.m. 

 
Thursday, December 24 - Solemn Mass of Christmas Eve at St. Mary’s Cathedral - Peoria - 9:00 p.m. 

Dress at 8:30 p.m. 
 

Thanks to all for your unfailing support; you are serving the Assembly well. 
                                       
         SK Herb Bingham, Faithful Captain 
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Christmas Dinner - December 13, 2009 - $21.00 per Person (Dessert Extra) 
 
Name:______________________  Dessert:________Banana Foster w/ice cream - $7.95 
Number Attending:___________     ________Cherries Jubilee w/ ice cream - $7.95 
         ________Homemade Pecan Pie - $4.95 
Meat:  ______Turkey      ________Homemade Pumpkin Pie - $3.95 
 ______Ham       ________Cheesecake (Cherry Amaretto or 
         Chocolate Peppermint - $5.95 
(Insert No. ordered on blank provided)    ________Peppermint Ice Cream - $3.95 
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1.  Roll call indicated all officers either present or accounted for. 
 
2. October minutes were accepted as printed. 
 
3. Faithful Marshall Gerry McDonough reported that the Color Guard had performed 24 Honor Guards with 

an aggregate attendance of 375 Sir Knights.  This averaged out to 15.6 Sir Knights per Honor Guard. 
 
4. Sir Knight Ron Santo reported that there would be an investiture of a Squires Circle at Spalding Council 

on November 22, 2009, at 1:00 P.M. 
 
5. Our Assembly will begin planning an Exemplification in late 2010, as soon as approval is received from 

Master Dean Salz. 
 
6. Faithful Navigator Tom Martin appointed Faithful Captain Bingham and Faithful Marshall McDonough as 

Co-Chairmen for the pending Exemplification. 
 
7. Faithful Navigator Tom Martin read a letter from a medical officer who had been present during the shoot-

ings at Ft. Hood.  
 
8. There was no Comptroller’s Report.  The Purser reported a balance of $5,739.37, split between Checking, 

Regalia Fund, and Seminarian Fund.  The report was accepted. 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES: 
 All newsletter articles from the officers or ot 
her Sir Knights need to be received by the newsletter editor no later than the 25th of the month for publica-
tion in the next month’s newsletter. 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES? 
 If you have  e-mail, and would like to receive the newsletter in this manner, please send me an e-mail 
and let me know your address.  My e-mail address is:  janeandtom@verizon.net 
 If you decide you want to receive the newsletter by e-mail, please be advised that when it is sent it 
will show that it is coming from Jane Martin.   
 I am not a mindreader.  If you change your e-mail address, please let me know.  It is best you do this 
by sending me an e-mail with the new/correct address.  Thanks. 

Did you know it’s a sin for a woman to make coffee? 
Yup, it’s in the Bible. It says . “He-brews” 
 
Which area of Palestine was especially wealthy? 
The area around Jordan The banks were always overflowing. 

Who is the greatest babysitter mentioned in the Bible? 
David. He rocked Goliath to a very deep sleep. 

Why didn’t they play cards on the Ark ? 
Because Noah was standing on the deck. (Groan .) 
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January 19, 2010 

 
It’s not to early to mark your calendar 

 
The Annual Sanctity of Human life Walk and Rally will be held on Tuesday, January 19, 2010 at Sacred Heart Church in 
downtown Peoria by the Civic Center.  The rally will feature special   music and prayer along with reports on local Pro-Life 
efforts.  The keynote speaker to be announced. 
 
Think we don’t need to exert?  Maybe the latest news on abortion will change your mind. 
 
NEW YORK, NY, October 16, 2009 (Life SiteNews.com)-- A new report by the pro-abortion Guttmacher Institute, entitled 
‘Abortion Worldwide:  A Decade of Uneven Progress,’ points to the fact that over a billion abortions have been committed, 
say pro-life activists. 
 
“There’s definitely nothing to compare.  The closest thing you’d get to it would be the atheist, socialist dictators of the 20th 
century; and even they, in their gruesome efficiency, were only able to kill somewhere between a hundred and a hundred-
seventy million people … There’s no comparison. 
 
The Guttacher Institute report also mentions the ‘high degree of safety’ of abortions in communist China, but neglects to 
condemn China’s one-child policy or the forced abortions that occur there.  It nevertheless refers to the “woman’s right to 
make her own childbearing decisions” and couches the report in the language of “choice.”  According to the report, 3.3 
million “safe” abortions occur in China each year, approximately 1 in 5 of all abortions worldwide.” 
 
And, if world statistics aren’t persuasive that action is needed, a report issued by a Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life, 
50,766,331 abortions have been performed in the United States between 1973 and 2008!  That’s more people than live in 
California and Illinois combined today! 

PLEASE, PLAN ON JOINING US! 

Abortion 
 

Stops a beating 
Heart! 

Abortion 
 

A baby can live 
Without it! 

����������� (Continued from Page 1) 
 
3.  The next finger is the tallest finger.  It reminds us of our leaders.  Pray for the president, leaders in busi-
ness and industry, and administrators.  These people shaper our nation and guide public opinion.  They need 
God’s guidance. 
 
4.  The fourth finger is our ring finger.  Surprising to many is the fact that this is our weakest finger, as any 
piano teacher will testify.  It should remind us to pray for those who are weak, in trouble or in pain.  They 
need our prayers day and night.  You cannot pray too much for them. 
 
5.  And lastly comes our little finger the smallest finger of all which is where we should place ourselves in 
relation to God and others.  As the Bible says, “The least shall be the greatest among you.”  Your pinkie 
should remind you to pray for yourself.  By the time you have prayed for the other four groups, your own 
needs will be put into proper perspective and you will be able to pray for yourself more effectively. 
  
         Sir Knight Thomas Martin 
         Faithful Navigator 
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(Mat 2:6-2.11)  And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, art not the least 
among the princes of Judah; for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall 
rule my people Israel.  Then Herod, when he had called the wise men, in-
quired of them diligently what time the star appeared.  And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, and said, “Go and search diligently for the young child; and 
when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship 
him also.”  When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, 
which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over 
where the young child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced with ex-
ceeding great joy.  And when they were come into the house, they saw the 
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and 
when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, 
and frankincense, and myrrh.  And being warned of God in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another 
way. 
 
The story of the nativity must be one of the most beautiful stories in the New 
Testament.  Christmas celebrations could do away with all the trees, lights, 
and presents and still be so very special if we just focus on these wonderful 

words from the Bible.  Of course it won’t work quite like that, we’re all too accustomed to the more secular 
aspects of the celebration and that’s not all bad . . . Especially if we don’t lose sight of what the season 
really represents.  Unfortunately, some see the season as all wrapped up in the annual migration of steel, 
round-footed gas burners making their way to the temples at the Mall where loud refrains of  Frosty the 
Snowman and Jingle Bells all but avoids the memory of our savior’s birth. 
 
This is a time for us to focus.  As Knights of Columbus, we have an obligation to make our celebration one 
that truly honors and rejoices in our Lord coming to join us on this earth to redeem the sins of mankind that 
we might be once more in fellowship with God. 
 
How many of you have read or are reading the book called, “The Shack?”  I won’t give away the story, but 
it’s a wonderful story that has a beautiful description of the Holy Trinity and roles each plays and how they 
interact with the world.  It’s true that the story is fictional, but the description of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit are both wonderful and really do make the roles logical for us as human’s to understand.  It de-
scribes Jesus in the most human of terms and suggests that while in full communion with the Father, Jesus’ 
prayers invoked the mercy of God to realize the miracles we credit to Christ.  The story proposes that Jesus 
request and the Father blesses the relationship by making those prayers come true.  Sounds logical.  Christ 
in his human form demonstrates the power that comes from being in a true and complete state of grace 
with the Father.  How beautiful is that? 
 
This Christmas, it might benefit all of us to recall that description and turn our attention to asking him to help 
us develop our relationship into one that uses the great example he set as our model.  If so, the story of 
Christmas comes alive in a way that enriches our lives and helps to lead us to the Father. 
 
Merry Christmas and Vivant Jesus! 
Ron Swolley, Faithful Admiral 


