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Officers for 2008-2009 

 
Faithful Navigator.........................Ron Swolley 

Phone:  309-266-5615 
Faithful Captain..........................Bakhos Alwan 

Phone:  309-645-4976 
Skbyra4155!”@yahoo.com 

Faithful Pilot...............................Herb Bingham 
Phone:  309-691-8324 

Faithful Scribe………………......…Mike West 
Phone:   309-385-4419 

Faithful Pursor..............................Bob Hovland 
Phone:  309-263-8272 

Faithful Comptroller……….......Thomas Eaton 
Phone:  309-265-6275 

Inside Sentinel..............................Bill Meismer 
Phone:  309-246-8717 

Outside Sentinel .........................Glen Emmons 
Phone:  309- 

Board of Trustees: 
   1 year.........................Earl Lee 

Phone:  309-444-2769 
   2 year............................Bob Keckler 

Phone:  309-535-2245 
Cell:  309-579-2618 

3 year……………….Bob Christian 
Phone: 309-691-6341 

Faithful Admiral..............................Roger Sales 
Phone:  309-467-6265 

Faithful Friar: 
Monsignor Wm. Watson 
Phone:  309-688-3446 

NOTICE!!  
December Business Meeting 

 
      The next regularly scheduled 
meeting of Spalding Assembly 0206, 
4th Degree Knights of Columbus will 
be Wednesday, December 10, 2008, at  
7:00 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall on Radnor Road in Peoria.   
     If anyone wants to bring a snack to 
share, please feel free to do so!! 
 

  

 
 

���������		�
����
�
�����������������
 
  Did you know that Christmas was not celebrated 
by the early church until the fourth century?  In the fourth 
century, the church decided to redeem a Roman pagan 
winter solstice festival called Saturnalia.  This December 
holiday was considered the “birthday of the unconquered sun.”  Ro-
mans danced in the streets  with gifts under their arms and greenery 
atop their heads. (Hmmm, almost a precursor to New Year’s Eve). 
 Based on Biblical evidence, Jesus of Nazareth was likely 
born in the fall, near the Jewish feast of Tabernacles, or in the spring 
around the time of Passover.  That is based on when shepherds in 
Judea guided their flocks to shelters to protect them from the coldest 
months of the year. 
 More likely the reason for the December date is that, before 
336 the Church in Rome  found itself unable to stamp out the pagan 
festival of Saturnalia, and spiritualized it as the “Feast of the Nativ-
ity of the Son of Righteousness.” December 25th was chosen for the 
celebration of his birth by Pope Julius I.  The practice was adopted 
by the Christian church in Antioch around 374.  By 380 it was being 
observed in Constantinople, and by 430 in Alexandria. 
 Germanic tribes of Northern Europe also celebrated mid-
winter with feasting, drinking, religious rituals and the lighting of 
the yule log.  During the Middle Ages, Catholic priests sought con-
nections between biblical teachings and pagan traditions - believing 
that a convergence of customs would lead more individuals to Chris-
tianity.  The celebration of Jesus’ birth was melded into other age-
old practices and became known as the “Christ Mass.”  Firelight rep-
resented the light of Christ.  Gift giving was linked to the presents of 
the wise men.  Trees were decorated with apples, associating with 
the biblical Garden of Eden. 
 I have never thought the exact date of Jesus birth, or how the 
Church chose the date, to be all that important.  Of far more interest 
to me, is taking the time to praise God for letting his Son be born of 
Mary to redeem us and make our salvation possible.  As we enter 
into the season, I pray that you and yours will focus on this beautiful 
aspect of our Christmas celebration.  If we can do that, there is no 
doubt it will be the most beautiful Christmas we have ever cele-
brated. 
        Vivat Jesus, Ron Swolley, Faith Navigator 
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 HONOR GUARDS FOR DECEMBER 

 
Wednesday - December 24 - Christmas Eve Mass, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Peoria -  9:00 p.m. 

Dress at 8:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday - December 25 - Christmas Mass at St. Mray’s Cathedral, Peoria  - 10:30 a.m. 
Dress at 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

There’s a special joy at Christmas time that touches every heart 
Reminding us how much we care, whether near or far apart 

There’s a special warmth at Christmastime we feel for family and friends 
Filling us with a sense of joy that truly never ends. 

 
May the gladness of this Holiday 

Filled with Beauty and Good Cheer 
Warm your Heart and light the way to a wonderful bright New Year. 

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of you.  Again a heart-felt thank you for all who serve in the 
Honor Guards and do other service throughout the year. 

 
          Bakhos Alwan, Faithful Captain 

DUES ARE PAST DUE!! 
2008 DUES IN THE AMOUNT OF $15.00 ARE NOW SERIOUSLY PASTDUE AND ARE  

IMMEDIATELY PAYABLE.  THOSE OF YOU IN ARREARS ARE F ACING IMMINENT REMOVAL 
FROM THE ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP ROLLS.   SEND DUES TO: 

SK TOM EATON 
211 EAST CRESTWOOD STREET, MORTON, IL  61550                                             

THANK YOU FROM METAMORA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FOR THE  
OUTSTANDING TURN-OUT AT THE MEMORIAL MASS. 

ALL I NEED TO KNOW ABOUT LIFE I LEARNED FROM SANTA CLAUS 
 
· Encourage people to believe in you. 
· Always remember who’s naughty and who’s nice. 
· It’s as much fun to give as it is to receive. 
· Some days it’s OK to feel a little chubby. 
· Don’t pout. 
· Make your presents known. 
· Always ask for a little bit more than what you really want. 
· Bright red can make anyone look good. 
· Wear a wide belt and no one will notice how many pounds you’ve gained. 
· If you only show up once a year, everyone will think you’re very important. 
· Whenever you’re at a loss for words, say, “Ho ho ho!” 
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLES: 
 All newsletter articles from the officers or other Sir Knights need to be received by the newsletter edi-
tor no later than the 25th of the month for publication in the next month’s newsletter. 
 
HAVE YOUR EVER LOST YOUR NEWSLETTER (OR DID NOT REC EIVE ONE): 
 The 4th Degree Newsletter is on the web.  Go to the Spalding Council web-site - - -
(www.kofcspalding.com),  and click on the 4th Degree pages. The monthly newsletter is usually on the web-
site before you get yours by mail, thanks to the web-master, Paul Sullivan.  
  
E-MAIL ADDRESSES? 
 If you have  e-mail, and would like to receive the newsletter in this manner, please send me an e-mail 
and let me know your address.  My e-mail address is:  janeandtom@verizon.net 
 If you decide you want to receive the newsletter by e-mail, please be advised that when it is sent it 
will show that it is coming from Jane Martin.   
 I am not a mindreader.  If you change your e-mail address, please let me know.  It is best you do this 
by sending me an e-mail with the new/correct address.  Thanks. 
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